Geography and Reconstruction in Education by Packard, Leonard O.
This article was downloaded by: [North Carolina State University]
On: 12 March 2015, At: 00:04
Publisher: Routledge
Informa Ltd Registered in England and Wales Registered Number: 1072954 Registered
office: Mortimer House, 37-41 Mortimer Street, London W1T 3JH, UK
Journal of Geography
Publication details, including instructions for authors and
subscription information:
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rjog20
Geography and Reconstruction in
Education
Leonard O. Packard a
a Boston Normal School
Published online: 13 Feb 2008.
To cite this article: Leonard O. Packard (1919) Geography and Reconstruction in Education, Journal of
Geography, 18:1, 24-28, DOI: 10.1080/00221341908984436
To link to this article:  http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00221341908984436
PLEASE SCROLL DOWN FOR ARTICLE
Taylor & Francis makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of all the information (the
“Content”) contained in the publications on our platform. However, Taylor & Francis,
our agents, and our licensors make no representations or warranties whatsoever as to
the accuracy, completeness, or suitability for any purpose of the Content. Any opinions
and views expressed in this publication are the opinions and views of the authors,
and are not the views of or endorsed by Taylor & Francis. The accuracy of the Content
should not be relied upon and should be independently verified with primary sources
of information. Taylor and Francis shall not be liable for any losses, actions, claims,
proceedings, demands, costs, expenses, damages, and other liabilities whatsoever or
howsoever caused arising directly or indirectly in connection with, in relation to or arising
out of the use of the Content.
This article may be used for research, teaching, and private study purposes. Any
substantial or systematic reproduction, redistribution, reselling, loan, sub-licensing,
systematic supply, or distribution in any form to anyone is expressly forbidden. Terms &
Conditions of access and use can be found at http://www.tandfonline.com/page/terms-
and-conditions
VOL. 18 24 THE JOURNAL OF GEOGRAPHY 
ment of Canadian wheat in 1913. The Georgian Bay Ship Canal Commission (Dept. of 
Public Works, Canada, 1908) published a map (date 1907) of rail and *ater communi- 
cations coiniceted n i t l i  the Great Lakes accompaiiieil by tables of distances. 
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knowledge of other nations been so eagerly 
sought as now. Never before has such knowledge been so neces- 
sary to intelligent citizenship. Newspapers and magazines a re  
doing much to enlighten their readers concerning the history, the 
geography, and the disposition and policies of government of the 
nations of Europe ; but, obviously, they cannot be expected to give 
thorough and systematic instruction in any subject. I n  an  emer- 
gency like that of the present the periodicals must present much 
detail to make their news intelligible. When the matter is of 
onlg passing interest, doubtless the instruction thus supplied is 
sufficient; but when the subject brought to the attention of the 
public is of permanent interest, the reader must himself supply 
a. background of fundamental principles and generalizations that 
the new knowledge may be ordered and retained. 
NEED OF GEOGRAPHIC BASIS IN PUBLIC OPINION 
I n  such cases it cIearly becomes the duty of the schools to lay 
the basis for an  enlightened public opinion by giving their students 
an understanding of the issues involved. If such fundamental 
knowledge is not possessed by the reader, he is a t  the mercy of 
the writer, for  he is not able to  judge whether the case as stated 
is fair or  not. In so f a r  as  our readers are  of this kind, news- 
papers of the yellow type have a clear field of operations. By 
arousing prejudices they help to establish a vicious public opinion 
-such an uncontrolled opinion as may lead the country into war 
or into an unsatisfactory peace, or may even destroy the very 
foundations of government. The attitude of certain sensational 
papers toward the Japanese is a case in  point. 
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It must be admitted that, for the most part, we are slaves of 
the newspaper, whether its teachings be good or  bad : as Mackinder 
has said, the slaves of the tit-bits that are in it. And it must be so 
until the reader has got within himself “some ordered conception 
of this globe into which he can fit the details as they come to him 
daily. ’ ’ 
OUR MISCONCEPTIONS OF GERMANY AND FRANCE 
That our  increased interest in the nations of Europe is to be 
permanent is not to be doubted. That a knowledge of the chief 
elements underlying the relationships existing between ourselves 
and the nations of Europe should be the possession of all, particu- 
larly of students leaving our secondary schools, cannot be ques- 
tioned. In  the past our pupils have not acquired this knowledge. 
Even our leaders in education and statesmanship have failed to 
understand the peoples with whom we have been closely related. 
Historians have attempted to inform us concerning the Germany 
of the past, but we have been woefully ignorant of the real Ger- 
many of today. Knowing only the outward form, we have imitated 
her school systems, her scientific methods, and her convnercial 
policies. We now see the folly of looking for  guidance to a people 
whom we really do not know and understand. Have we not in this 
instance excellent proof of the necessity of understanding present- 
day conditions rather than the many details of the past  which may 
not aid us to comprehend the present? 
Nor is our failure to understand other peoples limited to the 
Germans alone. The French have been equally misunderstood. 
We have thought of the French as  frivolous, superficial, decadent, 
lacking that vigor and efficiency which we so strongly admired in  
the German. Today me hold another opinion. The fortitude 
shown and the personal sacrifices made by her people f o r  their 
country and their ideals have aroused for France the admiration 
of the world. These are not qualities consistent with decadence 
and superficiality. It may be claimed that it is only emergencies 
like the present which reveal peoples in  their true light. Yet, 
even if that be true, we must still concede the necessity of making 
a vastly greater effort really to understand the influential peoples 
of the world and the relationships which exist among them. 
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NEED FOR A I h O W L E D G E  OF I N T E R S A T I O K A L  HELATIONSIiIfS 
That a knowledge of other conntries and of our relationship to 
them will be indispensable to the citizen of toniorrow is apparent 
to anyone ~ I 1 0  realizes the active par t  wliich this country is 
now taking and is sure to continiic. to take in  world affairs. Our 
country, which entercd the war so recently, has p1a;ved an  impor- 
tant part  in tlie negotiations for an  armistice and will occupy an 
important place at the Peace Confcrence and in the reconstruction 
mliich is to follow. With tlie caoming of peace we shall continue 
to be tlie “allies” of the peoples hy whose side oiir soldiers in 
Europe have been fightiiig. Our social, political, and coniniercial 
relations with these people will he infinitclly closer than ever brfore. 
Indeed how can a league of nations be ~mssible unless i ts  nicnibers 
a re  possessed of mutual and sympathetic understanding of one 
another% Rut we can hardly hope for lasting peace so long as  
any cvmsiderable part of the people of a country feel that their 
progress and I d f a r e  are independent of the progress a d  welfare 
of other natioiis or, worse yet, that their ambitions a rc  to be 
achieved at the expciise of other peoples. The new conditions 
which are  placing such tremendous responsibilities on this conntry 
demand that our citizens be familiar with the situations in the 
conntries of Europe as  with those in the United States. 
A NEW COUHSE O F  IXSTRUCTION 
That tlie future citizens of our country may understaiid the 
causes of this war, tlic important issues resulting from it, and the 
factors undcrlyiiig international relationships in  general, i t  i s  
necessary to introduce into o u r  secondary school (iurricnla a 
course o r  coiirscs dealing with the lrltding nations with which the 
United States has close relationships. In  the past n7e have re- 
quired no economic geography beyond the elementary school, and 
the required history has heen limited almost wholly to ancient 
history and lJnited Stales history. Consequently a large propor- 
tion of stuclcnts leaving the swonrlary schools have no knowledge 
of rnodcrii E L W O ~ C  or, indeed, of conditions existing at  the present 
time in any part  of the world. It is very doubtful if school officials 
have been justified in  overlooking this condition in the past; it  is 
certain that no reasonable excuse can be offered for its continuance. 
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It must be remedied by the cmation of a suitable course of 
instruction. The course proposed must have for  its fundamental 
idea the elements or  factors which miderlie the relationships be- 
tween peoples. Sucli a course must incilutlc some knowledge of the 
past in order that the present may be imtlcrstood; but it is evident 
that  the chief emphasis must be laid on the present. Not only 
must the dominant charachristics of the people and their govern- 
ment be understood, but there must also be included treatment of 
resources, industries, and commerce-all of which play a large 
part  in international relationships. In short the new course shonld 
include some important facts of history and of govcmme~’ ; ‘  but 
it must not ignore, as have secondary school coui-s(?s of the past, 
the very important facts of economic geography which have quite 
as much to do with international relationships a s  h a w  people 
and government. 1-f one doubts the wisdom of such emphasis on 
economic geography, one has simply t.o recall the great proble.ms 
of the war  itself and also to considm the many problems involved 
in the reconstruction in  Enrop,ct and in this country as well, to 
realize how largely these problems are problems o€ economic 
geography. 
AN IMMEDIATE DUTY 
The introduction into secondary school cnrricula of courses 
dealing with the principles underlying internat.ioria1 relationships 
has already been advocated. Mr. Clarence D. IGngsley of the 
Massachusetts 53t.at.e Board of Nducation, in an article entitled 
“Thc Study of Nations,”(l) sliovs the need of approaching that 
study from the standpoint of present-day conditions in order that  
there may be understanding and harmony among the peoples of 
the world. The United !States Bureau of Edmation, in a bulletin 
entitled “The Social Studies in Sec.ondary Education, ”( 2)  empha- 
sizes strongly t.he desirability of breaking away from the cnstom 
of giving attention alinost entirely to  the past  to the esclusion of 
an intelligent interprct.ation of modern internatiomd relationshi.ps 
and responsibilities. It is obvious t,hat the need of such instruc- 
tion is now ~7e1’y miich great,cr than it was when these articles 
were written. At. that time we had not  entered the war, and the 
important par t  which we WCTC to  play in it and in the reconstruc- 
tion of the world could not have been foreseen. 
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A course of the type here suggested would doubtless reach a 
larger number of pupils if introduced into the higher grades of 
the elementary scliool, o r  in the earlier years of the high school; 
but, if the training which it is possible for  such a course t o  give 
is to count for real citizenship in the broadest sense, it should be 
taught to the most mature person which the secondary school can 
reach. Not only should this course be introduced, but it should be 
introduced a t  once for  the reason tliat the pupils now in our schools 
will doubtless be obliged to assnine even greater responsibility 
in the work of reconstruction than will those who follow them. 
Clearly the schools are not preparing the pupils for the respon- 
sibilities before them if they do not at once provide instruction 
along these lines. 
(1) Clarence D. Kingdey: The Study of Nations, School amd 8ociety, Vol. 3, 1916, 
(2)  The Social Studies in Secondary Education, Bur. of Education Bull., 1916, No.  68, 
pp. 37-41, New York and Garrison, N. Y. 
Washington, D. C. 
A CAMPAIGN FOR GEOGRAPHY 
The occasion of the taking over of the Journal of Geography 
by the American Geographical Society seems to me most fit for the 
initiation of a campaign of education in  respect of the promotion 
of geographical instruction in the United States. 
Geography is notoriously the most poorly taught subject in 
our schools, both lower and upper. One reason for  this low and 
backward state of the science is found in the position of its instruc- 
tors-in their general lack of geographical training. But the 
prime clifficulty does not lie with the teachers. Their position and 
attitude only reflect the general public apathy toward geography. 
How this has come about is not hard to understand. The period 
of thrilling world explorations, of the Staiileys and even of the 
Pearys, has passed. A vast mass of geographic fact has been 
collected. No one is competent to assimilate, within a single life- 
time, all the details of this knowledge. The problem in geographi- 
cal education is to select the salient matter that must be presented 
to give an adequate picture of the whole. Our textbooks show the 
incompleteness of the solution. So  much that is valuable is omitted 
and at the same time so much that is unimportant is included as 
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